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Ministry to Muslims – Introduction 

 

This reference guide was built little by little while training workers and spending time with Muslims on three 

continents. It gives my general approach to Muslim ministry, and also includes best practices from friends and co-

workers around the world; in particular, the sort of approaches that have led to movements to Christ.  

 

My overall approach is contextualized, based initially on what we share in common with our ‘cousins’. Effective 

ministry always includes communication, what is received and can be accepted by a given people. It is good to start 

with what a person already knows & understands. In Acts 17, Paul quoted well known pagan poets to illustrate his 

message of Christ. He became all things to all men, that he might by all means save some (1 Cor. 9:22).  

 

A well-known example of contextualization is the CAMEL approach, which uses passages from the Qur’an and the 

Bible to start conversations with Muslims. It originated among Muslim background believers in South Asia, and uses 

various Qur’an verses that deal with Jesus to see how open a Muslim might be to discussing Christ in more depth, 

particularly whether the person might be willing to look in the Gospels to get a fuller picture of Christ.   

 

I do not minimize or downplay the Gospel, but neither will I take an adversarial attitude, with an approach that goes 

along traditional apologetic lines. That is, I don’t try to quickly and directly show a Muslim where he is wrong and I 

am right. I usually use variations on the overall approach outlined in CAMEL.  

 

Remember that only the Holy Spirit can open hearts, and that we must rely on His working and guidance. Pray that 

you will be led to a person of peace. Be warm, social and gracious with the people you talk to, spend time together 

wherever possible. Look for an opportunity to ask about whether the person prays, or feels like God is present in their 

life, or some other spiritual conversation starter. If there is spiritual interest, you can ask whether they have ever read 

in the Qur’an what is says about the Prophet ‘Isa (‘Isa is the Arabic name used in the Qur’an for Jesus). 

 

If they have, ask what they think of how no one else in the Qur’an is spoken of like Him. You can bring up one or 

more of these aspects in your talk: He is called Messiah, a word from God, a spirit from God, Righteous, a Sign for all 

peoples. How he was a great miracle worker, and is already now in Paradise, close to God. 

 

If there is interest or a favorable response, you can see what they think of how ‘Isa is twice quoted directly in the 

Qur’an (which the Muslims believe to be the exact infallible word of God) as saying that good Muslims should fear 

God and obey ‘Isa. You could ask, “If we are supposed to please God by obeying ‘Isa, how can we know how to obey 

him unless we know what he wants us to do?” The Qur’an does not give any teachings of ‘Isa, but the Gospels (which 

they call the Injil) do. 

 

The idea here is that there is not enough truth in the Qur’an to lead someone to Christ, but that such a conversation can  

show you if you are dealing with a person who might be open to reading the Gospel with you. Be familiar with the 

passages on Page 11 of this handout, which can help you in conversation. You could give your friend an easy to read 

edition of the Bible, or a copy of one of the Gospels, especially Matthew or Luke. Using the book that they know as a 

place to start can help you see who is open, and who God has been working in.  

 

Remember, you are not likely to know enough about Islam and the Qur’an to win over a well-educated Muslim, but 

you are looking for people who might consider looking into these questions: Is ‘Isa only a prophet, or is he more than a 

prophet? I know that he is called Messiah, but could he be the one whose teaching I must follow?  Is he the one who 

can forgive my sins and bring me Paradise? 

 

Learning about Islam takes time, and it all can seem like a puzzle at first. This handout gives only a brief overview. 

The resources on the last page of this handout are very helpful. If you are walking in love and prayer, God will help 

you; he wants the lost sheep of the House of Ishmael to find the Good Shepherd. Also included here is a section about 

praying for the sick, which can be an important door opener. 
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Start With Prayer  Remember that we must start with prayer, and ‘pray without ceasing.’ Every Muslim is a person whom 

God loves. Some Christians do not pray for Muslims because of discomfort, prejudice or other factors. Let us begin in 

prayer by asking God to give us, and all believers, a heart filled with love and compassion towards Muslims.  

 

Pray for God to help the Christians worldwide to move beyond prejudices, to really loving and caring for the Muslim 

community, so that Christ will draw many to salvation. 

 

Pray that Muslim merchants, employers and students will have opportunities to meet Christians with godly lifestyles and 

servant attitudes, so that the supernatural fruit of the Spirit will testify to the reality of Christ in us, the hope of glory.  

 

Ask God to raise up an army of intercessors to stand in the gap for the Islamic world. We do not fight against  

flesh and blood… Muslims are not the enemy. Pray with spiritual insight and deal with the authority of Christ  

against the spiritual forces that blind and hold them. 

 

Much of the Islamic world is filled with a spiritual atmosphere of fear, confusion, fanaticism, and magic.  

Pray that Muslims will get to know the real Jesus, despite any errors they may have been taught.  

 

Pray for the Holy Spirit to guide believers to those Muslims who are open to hear the Word. 

Pray that Christians will not give in to the spirit of fear, but witness with boldness and love. 

Many Muslims want to live peacefully with everyone, so pray for God’s blessing on the peacemakers (Mat. 5:9).  

 

Muslims have been told from childhood that the Bible has been corrupted and changed, and unreliable. Pray many would 

explore the Bible, which the Qur’an encourages, and that that the Holy Spirit will convince them that the Bible is true. 

 

Pray that the spiritual darkness which surrounds and enslaves the lost sheep of Ishmael be broken, and for the Holy Spirit  

to bring them the revelation of Christ. 

 

Pray that Muslims would have opportunities to learn about the details of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Pray that God  

will reveal Himself to Muslims so that they learn that Jesus is the only one qualified to be their King (John 20:26–29). 

 

Pray for Christians in the USA to have increased understanding of Muslims and Islam, and to be prepared to share their faith 

with Muslims in a patient and gracious manner (1 Peter 3:15).  

 

Pray for entire families to come to Christ so that they will devote their homes, as well as their hearts, to the Lord.  

 

Many Muslims are discovering Christ through watching satellite television. Pray for many people to listen to and watch  

the Christian radio and satellite broadcasts, which can be heard all over the Muslim world. Local Christians need to be able 

to disciple, train and equip those who are discovering Christ. Pray that they will become imitators of God, as dearly loved 

children (Eph.  5:1). 

 

Many Muslims are particularly sensitive to dreams; pray for revelations of the risen Messiah. Pray that some of the ‘dreams 

and visions’ web sites will become well known in the Muslim world; some of these are www.morethandreams.org  and  

www.dreamsandvisions.com and http://isaalmasih.net. Pray for those who have experienced Christ in healings, dreams and 

deliverance to really commit their lives to him (Ephesians 5:11-20). 

 

Pray that Muslim merchants, employers and students will have opportunities to meet Christians with godly lifestyles and 

servant attitudes, so that the supernatural fruit of the Spirit will testify to the reality of Christ in us, the hope of glory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.morethandreams.org/
http://www.dreamsandvisions.com/
http://isaalmasih.net/
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Who are the Muslims? 

 

Every Muslim is unique and wonderful in God's eyes, and we should be careful not to generalize or presume  

that all Muslims are the same. Islam is not a uniform, monolithic religion, any more than Christianity is. 

 

Muslims are regular people with all the normal human feelings and human needs that we have. 

Many are lonely, and feel uncomfortable and out of place in our culture. 

 

Many Muslims are very curious about Jesus and the Gospel, and are very open to talking about spiritual things 

 

Many Muslims do not know in any detail what the Qur’an teaches about Jesus (he is called Isa there),  

nor how often He appears there  

 

Muslims are even more sensitive about Muhammad or the Qur’an than we are about Christ or the Bible 

 

Almost any important belief we have about Jesus or the Gospel is seen very differently by Muslims 

 

Most Muslims Believe: 

 

 Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad were the greatest prophets, with Muhammad greatest of all 

 All authentic worshippers of the one true God (including all the prophets) have been true Muslims 

 The original Torah, Psalms, and Gospel were messages from God, but the Qur’an supersedes them all  

 The Bible that Christians use today has been changed from its original form, and can’t be trusted by Muslims 

 Jesus was one of the greatest prophets, who did many miracles, but that he was just a man, not the son of God 

 The Qur’an in the original Arabic is a miracle, a divine revelation, and the literal word of God 

 Translations of the Qur’an are (sometimes helpful) interpretations, rather than scripture itself 

 Islam is for all people everywhere, and that Islam is a missionary religion 

 The Trinity is an incorrect, polytheistic doctrine, and that we worship three gods, not One.  

 Sin comes from Satan’s temptations. They do not agree with our understanding of the Fall in Genesis 
 

 

 

Common Characteristics of Muslim Cultures 
 

This section has been prepared to give some guidance to people who do not have much background in working with 

Muslims, especially those born abroad. It can help in understanding their culture and interacting with them positively. 

Islam has both religious and cultural aspects, which in many ways are inseparable. It is not a monolithic system, and 

Muslims from different regions will differ in various ways. For example, North African, Middle Eastern, Indonesian, 

Pakistani, and East African Muslims will all share some traits, and differ in others.  

 

Foods:  Halal foods are approved for consumption by observant Muslims, much like Kosher for Jews 

              Haram foods are forbidden for such consumption. See the following: 

 

http://special.worldofislam.info/Food/halal_haram.html  

 

http://www.soundvision.com/Info/halalhealthy/ingridient.asp 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

The following quote applies to us today as much as it did when written almost 100 years ago:  “The Christian 

missionary should first of all thoroughly know the religion of the people among whom he labors; ignorance of  

the Koran, the traditions, the life of Mohammed, the Moslem conception of Christ, social beliefs and prejudices  

of Mohammedans, which are the result of their religion, - ignorance of these is the chief difficulty in work for 

Moslems.”    (Samuel Zwemer, The Moslem Christ) 

http://special.worldofislam.info/Food/halal_haram.html
http://www.soundvision.com/Info/halalhealthy/ingridient.asp
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Suggestions for Peaceful Relationships With Muslim Background Individuals and Families 

 

If you are working with immigrants or expats, practice empathy… imagine that you are in a strange country, where 

you are expected to understand a difficult language (English), spoken by people with what seem to be strange customs 

and attitudes. This is how some of the people will feel when you see them. 

 

Be sincere, friendly, respectful, a good listener, and patient. Try to understand things from their point of view. 

 

Muslims sometimes feel that their culture is misunderstood, and is looked at critically by outsiders. 

 

Try never to allow a misunderstanding or disagreement to escalate into an argument or anything close to it. 

 

Stay very peaceful and calm, no matter what. Some Muslims can seem argumentative, but this is often a response  

to feeling misunderstood or criticized. Jesus promised to bless the peacemakers. 

 

Avoid any comments that could possibly be seen as being unfavorable toward Islam, Muhammad, or the Qur’an. 

 

Whenever possible, men should talk to other men, and avoid talking to a woman alone. It is best for men  

not to initiate shaking hands or other similar touch with a woman, or to approach a woman alone. 

 

Women should avoid, when possible, talking to men alone. 

 

Show respect for their different ideas on family, food, dress, relationships, etc. 

 

Try not to give any indication (verbally or non-verbally) that these seem strange or unusual. 

 

When Muslim women wear their distinctive headscarf (the hijab), or clothing that covers them more completely than 

most American women would typically dress, they are not always trying to be different for the sake of being different, 

but they sincerely believe that this is an important way to honor God and their family. They consider it an essential  

part of dressing appropriately in public, and expressing their faith as ‘aliens and strangers.’  

  

Remember that Muslims, for all their outward differences, are ordinary people, who in many ways  

are just like us. Many people in unfamiliar and stressful situations feel lonely, insecure, uncomfortable.  

 

They will appreciate people who demonstrate genuine caring, kindness, and interest in them as people. 

In this respect, they are people just like us.  

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Why Muslims Came to Christ in Two East African Movements, from Mission Frontiers Magazine  
July – August 2013. Most reported that two of these factors were involved in their journey. 
 
Qur’anic verses about Isa al-Masih – See page 13 of this document -  63.7% 
 
Demonstrated Love by Christians - 39.8% 
 
A Dream or a Vision  -  31.1% 
 
The Bible - 29.5% 
 
Verbal Witness by believers - 17.1% 
 
A Deliverance or A Healing - 9.9% 
 
Other - 2.8% 
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Why Muslims Follow Jesus - The results of a survey of converts from Islam. 

J. Dudley Woodberry, Russell G. Shubin, and G. Marks; From ChristianityToday.com and edited by Don Perry 

Between 1991 and 2007, about 750 Muslims who have decided to follow Christ filled out an extensive questionnaire on that basic 

question. The respondents—from 30 countries and 50 ethnic groups—represent every major region of the Muslim world. The 

participants ranked the relative importance of different influences and whether they occurred before, at the time of, or after their 

decision to follow Christ. The survey provides a glimpse into some key means that God uses to open Muslim hearts to the gospel. 

Seeing a lived faith  Respondents ranked the lifestyle of Christians as the most important influence in their decision to follow 

Christ. Items such as quality of marriages, moral & ethical living, loving all people, treating women with love & respect.  

The next most important influence was the power of God in answered prayers and healing. Like most of the factors that former 

Muslims list, experiences of God's supernatural intervention often increase after Muslims decide to follow Christ. Closely related 

was the finding that some noted deliverance from demonic power as another reason they were attracted to Jesus.  

The third biggest influence listed by respondents was dissatisfaction with the type of Islam they had experienced. They expressed 

unhappiness with the Qur'an, folk Islam's use of amulets and praying at the graves of dead saints, Islamic militancy and the 

imposition of Islamic law, which they said is not able to transform hearts and society. This disillusionment is broad.  

As with Paul and Cornelius in Acts, visions and dreams played a role in the conversion of many. Twenty seven percent noted 

dreams and visions before their decision for Christ, 40 percent at the time of conversion, and 45 percent afterward. 

Many Muslims view dreams as links between the seen and unseen worlds, and pre-conversion visions and dreams often lead 

Muslims to consult a Christian or the Bible. Other dreams and visions occurred later and provided encouragement during 

persecution. A Turkish woman in jail because of her conversion had a vision that she would be released, and she was. A vision of 

thousands of believers in the streets proclaiming their faith encouraged a young man in North Africa to persevere. 

The gospel message, especially its assurance of salvation and forgiveness, is also a significant attraction to Muslims. An Egyptian 

said he was attracted to Christian faith because it preaches that people can be sure of their acceptance by God. 

Next in attraction for Muslims is the spiritual truth in the Bible. The Qur'an attests that the Torah, the Psalms, and the Gospel 

(commonly understood as the New Testament) are from God. Even though Muslims are generally taught that these writings 

became corrupted, they often find them compelling reading and discover truth that they conclude must be from God.  

Respondents were also attracted by the Bible's teaching about the love of God. In the Qur'an, although God loves those who love 

him, his love is conditional. He does not love those who reject faith (3:31-32). There is nothing in the Qur'an like, "This is love: 

not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins" (1 John 4:10), or, "But God 

demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8). 

A West African was surprised by God's love for all people, even enemies. Likewise, although the Qur'an denies that God is a 

father (37:152), many Muslims find this a comforting concept. 

Particularly attractive to Muslims is the love expressed through the life and teachings of Jesus. The Qur'an already calls him 

faultless (19:19). Many Muslims are attracted to him by his depiction in the Qur'an and then go to the Gospels to find out more. 

When Christ's love transforms committed Christians into a loving community, many Muslims listed a desire to join such a 

fellowship as next in importance. 

Subconscious influences  For the most part, respondents did not say that political or economic circumstances influenced their 

decisions. But it's hard not to notice that Iranians, Pakistanis, Afghans, Bangladeshis, and Algerians became more responsive after 

enduring Muslim political turmoil or attempts to impose Islamic law. Christian relief and development agencies try hard to guard 

against spiritually misusing their position as providers of desperately needed goods and services. But natural disasters in South 

Asia, Southeast Asia, and the Sahel region inevitably put Muslims in contact with Christians trying to follow Jesus. It is no 

surprise that some of these Muslims also choose to follow Christ. 
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Here are some basic differences between our Western culture and people from different Islamic cultures.  

These are generalizations, but seeing the contrasts can be very helpful in understanding Muslims 

(especially those born abroad) and interacting with them positively. Note the contrasts carefully. 

 

Common Traits in Western culture: 

 

Individualism, independence and initiative are encouraged  

 

Time oriented, we value observing exact times, for example: “I will see you tomorrow at 10:00 A.M.” 

 

Future oriented (planning, analyzing, seeing opportunities and foreseeing problems)  

 

Performance oriented (measurable ability and accomplishments are important) 

 

Freedom to show weakness to others and take personal blame is accepted as appropriate  

 

Egalitarian relationships and male/female equality are accepted and valued  

 

Direct communication – speaking plainly, even when correcting others, or in giving a “No” answer  

 

 

Common Islamic Cultural Characteristics -  Contrast these with the traits in the above group: 

 

Community / group oriented  - family/group/community priorities take precedence over individual ones 

 

Event oriented, using general times, like “I will see you tomorrow, Inshah’Allah (God willing).” 

 

Present oriented (enjoy the moment, take action when crises develop, don’t worry about tomorrow) 

 

Status oriented (class, age, family and reputation are very important, especially as compared with others ) 

 

Reluctance to show weakness or admit failures, this is often considered to bring shame on the family 

 

Women defer to men in family and society, men and women both expect this as a norm 

 

Indirect communication (seeking to not offend or to dishonor, especially when one needs to say “No”) 

 

Other Common Traits  

 

There is comfort in following a group consensus or the opinion of an older/senior person in the group 

 

Extended family relationships are much closer than is usual in Western culture 

 

In general, asking questions is not valued as much as agreement with authoritative teachers and leaders 

 

A Muslim man can have up to four wives, and be considered totally OK as a family man 

 

There may be a tendency to project a very confident air that can sometimes seem more forceful than necessary   

 

It is often helpful to see cultural differences as a way to learn about others, and ourselves. Westerners can learn some 

beneficial things from Islamic culture, for example, qualities such as humility and respect. If we remember that we are 

dealing with people who share many of our own feelings, we can enjoy spending time together 
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Luke 10 for Muslims  
 

In many different settings around the world, the Holy Spirit has been leading Christian workers to take an approach to 

reaching communities based on Jesus’ instructions to the disciples in Luke chapter 10.  This approach works well with any 

cultural or religious group, and the following is an adaptation for reaching Muslims. It is being used very fruitfully all over 

the world . Scripture follows the NIV. 

 

Luke 10: [1] 
 
… the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place 

where he was about to go.  Jesus knows where He plans to work; we need to ask Jesus where HE is interested in working, 

then go there and get to work.  Discern where to start and if possible, with whom.  Prayer walking can be very helpful here. 

Jesus wants to seek and to save, let’s get His mind on where the receptive people are and how to approach them.  

 

Jesus is visiting many Muslims in ways often invisible to us. He is visiting them with dreams, visions, Christian TV 

programming, easily accessible Bibles, and other means that we may not know about. He also ‘visits’ many of them with a 

sense of discontent with their often unsatisfying experience of Islam, as well as speaking to them through the godly lifestyle 

of the followers of Jesus in their area, which itself is a powerful preparation for our ministry. Let us go forth in faith that 

Jesus is visiting these ‘sheep without a shepherd’ and preparing many for our ministry, even if we have not noticed Him at 

work.  

 

[2] 
 
He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 

workers into his harvest field”. We sometimes hear it said that the biggest problem in reaching Muslims is that they are too 

resistant or hard to talk to. Here Jesus stresses a different issue altogether. Starting where Jesus tells us to start just might be 

the single most important activity for anyone concerned about reaching (harvesting) a particular region. Let us pray as Jesus 

says to pray, and enlist many others to cry out to the Lord of the Harvest to send out more workers who are fully equipped 

for the work. Also note that the harvest is plentiful, which correlates with John 4:35. 

 

[3] 
 “
Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.”  We are not to go as religious know-it-alls, but to go humbly, like 

lambs. And like lambs, we are vulnerable to many dangers, and need to trust the Shepherd for safety. The spiritual warfare is 

intense; we need to be protected with intercession and the armor of God. Jesus isn’t sending us to the safe places, but into 

the enemy’s camp to seek and save the lost. Pray accordingly, and be sure to enlist others pray as well. 

 

Besides the actual warfare involved, there are other ‘wolves’ that we need to deal with – some of them are called by these 

names: Fear – “I’m afraid!  I don’t know what to say!  I’ll feel stupid!”  Wrong attitudes – “I don’t like them! They are full 

of hate, I don’t want to be around them.”  Fatalism – “Why bother, everyone knows they are hard-hearted and won’t listen to 

me.” By much  prayer, faith, the grace of God, and the power of Christ, these ‘wolves’ can be dealt with, and we can see 

good success, as Jesus works with us. Remember that Christ wants to enable us to reach the lost sheep of the house of 

Ishmael, so don’t focus on the wolves, focus on God, who gives grace and boldness, and is not willing that any should 

perish. 

 

[4]  “Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.”  Don't be distracted by non-essential 

activity.  Keep it simple. Stay focused. Remember what your mission is. We don’t needs lots of organization or equipment to 

reach Muslims, but love, obedience, some simple training, and the power of the Spirit. Become familiar with what the 

Qur’an says about Jesus, and how to use this in evangelistic conversation. Complications and distractions will always arise, 

but stay focused and simple.  

 

[5, 6]   “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if 

not, it will return to you.” Here we are introduced to the Man of Peace, a simple but very powerful concept. Jesus said to 

look for someone with a peaceful heart who would be receptive to our message of peace. The person of peace might be 

found in a shop, a dorm, or hanging out anywhere that people ordinarily spend time together. We know that not everyone 

will be interested; we are looking for the person that God has prepared. Look for them carefully, God has prepared them for 

us. 

 

Many have found that the ‘person of peace’ is characterized by two qualities - they are a person of some influence or 

reputation (positive or negative) in the community, and they have been prepared by the Lord to be responsive to the 

message.  Examples from Scripture:  the woman at the well (Jn 4), Cornelius (Acts 10), Lydia (Acts 16), Philippian jailer 

(Acts 16).  They usually know lots of people and can influence others to gather and listen, and see what this is all about.                                                                                              
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One of the most powerful things one can do is to bless others, to show them respect, and to show them love. In many ways, 

the Muslims are people just like us - they respond to the love of God thoughtfully and creatively expressed through a person 

full of the Spirit of Jesus. The Golden Rule is having very powerful effects in evangelism and mission; when the followers 

of Jesus excel in love (and not just correct teaching or evangelistic technique), their gracious, Christ-like spirit opens many 

doors wide that were formerly closed. 

 

[7] “Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around 
from house to house.”  When we find such a receptive household, stay with them, spend time with that person, and keep a 

vision to reach his/her family and social network for Christ. Don’t be surprised when you are asked to spend time for tea or a 

meal, receive what they offer, and watch God work. 

 

This brings us to a critical issue: We are used to looking for a person who’s interested, and then encourage them to come to 

our church services. This approach has established many new believers in strong churches, with much blessing. However, 

one drawback to this approach, usually unseen, is that while our churches are built up over time, the opportunity to naturally 

reach the associates of the new believer is very often lost.  

 

Many church planters believe that the difficulty that many new believers face in reaching those closest to them is often due 

to the new believer trying to get their friends or family to go to an unfamiliar setting (the church), rather than to come and 

visit them in the house (or dorm, or tea shop, etc.) that they are familiar with.     

 

The Luke 10 approach is the opposite of what we are used to. It says, look for a person who’s open and then stay with them, 

bless them, with a view towards starting a small, simple gathering with and around them in their natural environment – one 

composed of them, their family, friends, and anyone else they know that is also open to hearing the word. You might call 

this a small group, a cell, or (eventually) a church.  

 

Don’t take these people out of their natural environment (as in the ‘come to our church’ approach), but meet with them 

wherever they are most comfortable, with an eye towards starting a new group of Jesus’ followers.  This is critical for 

reaching deeply into communities. If we work with the person of peace to reach their family/social network, we can start 

small, interactive churches among that community or sociocultural grouping. If we gather this person into our church (and 

assimilate them into our culture), they’ll often lose many or all of his natural associates relatively quickly, and with it the 

opportunity to start a new church. When meeting in a home, try to meet with families and with the head of household  

 

[8] “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you.”  Accept what others have and ask you to share, 

this will show them that we value and respect them as people. Stay with them, spend time with them, bless them. When we 

receive from them, we are affirming them and their unique culture, and this affirmation can open doors of the heart for 

deeper conversation and prayer. 

 

[9]  “Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you.’”  Here Jesus tells His followers to be 

prepared to heal the sick. Jesus does not seem to view divine healing, or some demonstration of supernatural power, to be 

something exceptional and out of the ordinary. We hear of some of the results in verse 17, where the disciples (apprentices 

learning on-the-job) were very excited that even the demons obeyed them when they used the name of Jesus. 

 

Many American believers are not used to this, and have a hard time expecting anything much to happen when they pray. But 

remember that many Muslims know from the Qur’an that Jesus was a miracle worker who healed the sick, raised the dead 

and opened the eyes of the blind. Many Muslims have heard that prayer in the name of Jesus is very powerful. Sometimes 

the Muslims seem to have more faith in this kind of prayer than the Christians do!  

 

So be ready to pray for the various needs of others and expect God to work in visible or discernable ways. The signs and 

confirmations will speak to them, and they will want to know more about this Way of life we talk about. Miraculous answers 

to prayer are helping to break down the walls of Islam in many countries. God delights to use miraculous healings (and other 

visible answers to prayer) as a powerful means of seeing Muslims open up to the Word all over the world. Don’t minimize 

this powerful means of opening doors. See Page 12 of this handout for more background on praying for healing.   

 

[10, 11]  
 “

But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say,
 
‘Even the dust of your town that 

sticks to our feet we wipe off against you.’”  Many Muslims will want to engage in arguments (or worse). Many sincere 

believers spend time and energy talking to people who aren’t open to the Gospel, while Jesus clearly tells us not to spend a 

lot of time where we discover the message is not welcome.  While healthy and positive discussions can be very helpful, 

arguments never will be. If there is a clear lack of openness, always be gracious, but look elsewhere for a person of peace. 
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[17 – 20]  The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.” He replied, “I 
saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome 

all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that 
your names are written in heaven.” 

 

Earlier Jesus had sent them out, and now they have returned. Note the two way exchange here - they give Christ a report of 

what seemed to them to be a very important aspect of the journey, and Christ gave them His feedback in response. Again, 

note that Christ gives no indication that authority over the works of the devil is in any way to be seen as unusual, however 

exceptional it might seem to us. 

 

If we are making disciples in the midst of the harvest, we must ensure that we spend lots of time with them, and have regular 

meeting times, equipping them as completely as possible. During these times, listen to them talk about the situations that 

they are facing, the work they are doing, to give feedback, plan for the next steps of their work, and pray together. Give them 

Bible passages or suitable training materials to study that deal directly with their situation and the work they are doing. Be 

sure to pray much for them and with them. 

 

Once they are sharing with others and making their own disciples, be sure to ask how things are going with the people that 

they are discipling, and how these people are doing. Remember that you are not just training one person, you are starting a 

‘training chain’ of people, starting with you, your trainees, those that they are training, and so on, years into the future. This 

is the only way that a real movement will be started and sustained.  

 

In a harvest situation, keep a big vision, don’t think only of the people you are meeting with. Remember that we are praying 

and working towards a movement of disciples making other disciples, who make others, in turn, a process that results in 

small, simple gatherings multiplying all over the region, so plan and act accordingly.  

 

 

Conclusion:  As with many things Jesus taught, this Luke 10 approach to evangelism is quite counter-intuitive, and 

challenges some of our firmly held ideas about how ministry ought to be done. But if we will take some risks in applying 

His words, we can see much blessing.  

 

For follow up questions or comments, inquiries into the role of spiritual warfare or healing in outreach, or free materials on 

Islamic ministry or multiplication, feel free to write to the author at  don.perry.edu@gmail.com  

 

 
+++++++++++++++ 

 
If you are asked what you think of Mohammed or the Qur’an, Here is a suggestion: “I think Muhummad was an 
amazing leader of the Arab peoples, and that he understood some very important things about God. I know that the 
Qur’an and the Bible have a number of differences, and I can’t say that I agree with everything in it, but there are parts 
of the Qur’an are very interesting to me…  I especially like where it says in Sura Al-Imran that ‘‘Isa is called a Word 
from Allah, that he healed the blind and lepers, and gave life back to the dead. I am also fascinated by how ‘‘Isa says in 
that section that people should obey him. Maybe we could look at that part of the Qur’an sometime…”  

 

Think of     I. S. L. A. M.     as      I  Sincerely  Love  All  Muslims   
 

 

This handout is extremely concise, and for reasons of space, could not accommodate many helpful items.  

For a fuller discussion or complete articles on anything dealt with in this handout, or that we have talked about  

today, or a wide variety of free resources, e-books, papers, websites, informal Q & A or free consultations, feel free  

to contact me. 

 

I think especially of two additional handouts that are quite helpful: Spiritual Warfare Made Practical, and Healing  

Made Practical. These are both quite helpful in an Islamic context. Just send me a note.  

 

Don Perry – Consulting, training and resources for cross-cultural outreach,  don.perry.edu@gmail.com 
 

mailto:don.perry.edu@gmail.com
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Jesus, Christians and the Gospel in the Qur’an 

 

‘ISA IS HOLY:  3:45 (And remember) when the angels said: "O Maryam! Verily, Allâh gives you the glad tidings  

of a Word from Him, whose name ‘‘Isa Masih (Jesus Messiah), the son of Maryam, held in honor in this world  

and in the Hereafter, and one of those brought near to Allâh."  

 

‘ISA HAS POWER OVER DEATH 3:48-50  48 And He (Allâh) will teach him the Scripture and wisdom, and the Taurat 

(Torah) and the Injil (Gospel). 49 And will make him (‘Isa) a messenger to the Children of Israel (saying):  

"Lo I come to you with a sign from your Lord.  Lo!  I fashion for you out of clay the likeness of a bird, and breathe into it, 

and it is a bird by Allâh's leave; and I heal him who was born blind, and the leper, and I raise the dead, by Allah’s 

leave. And I announce to you what you eat, and what you store up in your houses.  Lo! herein is a sign for you, if you  

are to be believers. 50 And I (‘Isa) have come confirming that which was before me of the Taurât (Torah), and to make 

lawful some of that which was forbidden unto you. I come unto you with a sign from your Lord, so keep your duty to Allah 

and obey me. 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
3:3 Allah revealed to you the Book with the truth, confirming the Scriptures which preceded it, for he has already revealed 

the Torah and the Gospel for the guidance of mankind, and the distinction between right and wrong.   

 
4:171 … the Messiah, Jesus, the son of Mary, was nothing more than a messenger of God,  

His word, directed to Mary, a spirit from Him… 

 

5:36 Allah “Gave him [Jesus] the Gospel, in which there is guidance & light…” 

 

5:82  You are sure to find that the closest in affection toward the believers  

are those who say “We are Christians.”  

 

19:30  Peace was on me the day I was born, and will be on me the day I die,  

and the day I am raised to life again.   

 

23:50  We made the son of Mary and his mother a sign for all mankind… 

 

43:63  When Jesus came with evident signs he said, “I have come to give you wisdom, and to make plain to you  

some of the things you differ about. Fear God and follow me.  

 

57:27 We gave him [Jesus] the Gospel, and put compassion and mercy in the hearts of his followers.  
 

ASK THOSE WHO READ THE OLDER SCRIPTURES:  Sura Yunnus 10:94 says “If you doubt what We have revealed  

to you, ask those who have read the Scriptures before you. The truth has come to you from your Lord: therefore do not doubt 

it.  

 

BELIEVE THE OLDER SCRIPTURES:  Sura 4:136  “O ye who believe! Believe in Allah and His messenger and the Scripture 

which He hath revealed unto His messenger, and the Scripture which He revealed aforetime.  
 

NO ONE CAN CHANGE THE SCRIPTURES (THE INJIL IS RELIABLE): 

 Sura Al-An’am 6:115-116 “Those unto whom We gave the Scripture (aforetime) know that it is revealed from thy Lord in 

truth. So be not thou (O Muhammad) of the waverers. Perfected is the Word of the Lord in truth and justice. There is no one 

that can change His words. He is the Hearer, the Knower.” 

 

‘ISA DIED AND WAS RESURRECTED:  Sura Maryam 19:33 ‘‘Isa says about himself, “Blessed was the day I was born, 

blessed was the day I died, and blessed was the day I was resurrected.” 

 

If asked, this is what we can comfortably say about Muhammad, using his own words from Sura 46:9  
"I am no new thing among the messengers; nor do I know what will be done with me or with you,  

I do but follow that which is inspired in me and I am only a plain warner."  
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Practical Considerations For Ministry To The Sick 
 
Many times you will encounter a Muslim with some kind of illness or affliction. You can’t go wrong by offering to pray.  
More in-depth background on this is available in my free training document, Healing Made Practical.  
 
Petition: This approach is often used in the USA, and involves asking God to heal or deliver the person. James 5:14-15 
is sometimes referred to as a possible example, though we are not given any detail about the type of prayer mentioned 
there. While this approach is not recorded in the NT as being used to minister to the sick, but it is easy to learn, and we 
can use many familiar prayer promises in this context. Jesus did say that if we asked Him anything in His name he 
would do it (Jn. 14:13-14). Also remember that praying together in unity is exceptionally powerful (Mat. 18.19).   

 
Authoritative ministry: This is the approach recorded in the NT as being used by Christ and the apostles;  
commanding the affliction (or the spirit that caused it) to leave, and healing or recovery to appear. This feels like a 
stretch for many American believers, who may have reservations about it, even though it was done by the believers in 
Acts. On the other hand, many workers report that when they start applying this approach, everything changes, 
including many more healings. When we do this, we are not ordering God around, or demanding that God obey us 
(God forbid!) - we are speaking to the sickness or affliction, as we operate in delegated authority over the forces of 
darkness, just the way Jesus and the apostles did. Be willing to approach things as though you have delegated authority 
in the situation, and that you are authorized to speak in the name of Jesus Christ to the sickness and its causes. If you 
are speaking words of command, try to discern whether to address a physical entity (such as a tumor or blocked blood 
vessel), or possibly a dark spirit that could be causing the problem, or both.  

 
Listening: The Holy Spirit often wants to give you revelation, so be sure to ask Him. No matter what approach you 
take, be sure to listen to the Spirit. Asking the person to briefly outline their trouble or background can be helpful. If 
healing does not appear quickly, ask whether they are feeling or sensing anything, and minister accordingly. 

 
Prayer with others can be highly effective, if time and circumstances allow. I once was praying for a pastor in Asia 
who was in pain following surgery. I was praying hard, but was getting stiff resistance. I sensed in the Spirit that if I got 
a little help we would see the healing, so I asked a friend sitting nearby to help. Very quickly we sensed in the Spirit that 
God had touched this situation to relieve him. The pastor then reported that he had experienced relief, at the same time 
we sensed the Spirit showing us it was done. Again, Mat. 18:19 is very powerful. 

 
Persistence: Be willing to pray at length or speak the word of command repeatedly, even for an extended period, if 
necessary. There will be times when a sickness or symptom will leave only after lengthy, ‘soaking’ prayer or repeated, 
insistent commands. The enemy will often try to resist, and will attempt to get you to give up quickly. Do not give up 
too quickly, healing may be just moments away. Even Jesus was reported to have needed to minister twice on occasion 
(Mark 8.22-26). I will sometimes get good results from praying, then asking the person what has happened or what 
they feel, and then praying again, and so on. Often I see gradual, continuing improvement, with complete healing after 
three or four repetitions in this manner. The enemy knows that we often lack persistence; let us demonstrate it. 
 
If the person is not healed while you are praying, encourage them to look for the manifestation soon, and to believe 
they have received (Mk. 11:22-24). Do not give up. Look for the healing to be manifested in the hours or days to come; 
this will very often happen by ‘fixing our eyes on Jesus’ and worshipping and meditating on healing Scriptures. 
 
Curses:  Sickness, infirmity or other troubles can be caused by curses. In addition, past words spoken by the person 
you are ministering to can also have effects much like curses. The Holy Spirit can give you insight on the possible 
presence of curses, and Jesus (Christ in you) has all authority over them. Never be afraid of curses, but break them.  

Hindrances to Healing – While God heals who and when He wills, certain factors are sometimes seen in the lives  
of people who suffer from sickness and the demonic. If time and circumstances allow, exploring the possible presence 
these issues can help: unforgiveness and bitterness; anger and resentment; known sin or disobedience in the sick 
person’s life, an area where he/she is resisting the Spirit; past involvement in the occult, false religions, or other 

unhealthy spiritual practices. When these are dealt with and renounced, healing often comes quickly (Proverbs 28:13). 

The Unknowns: There is much mystery about healing. We often do not know why some who manifest great faith are 
not healed (cf. 2 Tim. 4:20). It is also often unclear why some people seem to have great success in ministering healing, 
while other equally sincere folks have only modest results. Often we must trust that it is to the glory of God to conceal  
a matter (Proverbs 25:2), and we must keep the faith, even in the face of much physical suffering, or delays in healing. 
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Resources for Study and Learning About Islam and Muslims  
 
http://www.lovingmuslims.com/    Very helpful 

 

Overview, & Prayer:  http://www.christiananswers.net/evangelism/beliefs/islam.html 

 

http://morethandreams.org/  Excellent site for testimonies  

   

http://isaalmasih.net/index.html Good apologetics site for Muslims  

 

http://islamdom.blogspot.com/   From a Middle East practitioner  

 

www.jesusformuslims.org  Good source page for outreach and resources  

 

www.unchangingword.com  Good for Muslim dialogue 

 

http://muslimministry.blogspot.com/    Circumpolar, very good source  

 

http://carlmedearis.com/free-stuff/articles/    Helpful resources from an experienced practitioner 

 

www.christiananswers.net/q-eden/muslimwomen.html    Excellent article on ‘woman to woman’ ministry 

 

www.arabicbible.com/  See especially the sections titled For Muslims (Misunderstandings & Questions/Answers) 

 

www.ijfm.org  Int’l Journal of Frontier Missions – Searchable for articles on Islamic missions & related issues 1994 - 2014 

 

To see a little of what Muslims are doing to counter Christian evangelism: http://www.answering-christianity.com/ac.htm  

 

The Hadith: What Every Christian Needs To Know About The Islamic Traditions, by Edward J Hoskins, MD, PhD 

http://www.stfrancismagazine.info/ja/images/stories/Edward-Hoskins_93-115.pdf 

 

http://wikiislam.net/wiki/Main_Page 

 

http://www.nikripken.com/    Highly recommended site & blog, lots of stories on persecution, Middle East, Africa 

 
Excellent articles by missionary Vivienne Stacey:  http://www.stfrancismagazine.info/ja/content/blogcategory/35/49/ 

 

www.islamicity.com and www.searchtruth.com   Search the Qur’an online 

 
http://www.30-days.net/    Annual 30 day prayer focus during Ramadan 

 

Books:   Building Bridges: Christianity and Islam by Fouad Accad  -  Nav Press  - Highly recommended 

 

Muslims, Christians and Jesus by Carl Mediaris  -  Geared towards dialogue - Highly recommended 

 

Christians and Muslims at the Table by B. McDowell and A. Zaka  North American focus, but helpful 

 

A Christian Guide to the Qur’an by Raouf & Carol Ghattas  Paragraph by paragraph study, from experienced practitioners 

 

The Meaning of the Holy Qur’an by Abdullah Yusuf Ali  -  Amana Publications 

A translation widely used by Muslims, with extensive study notes, best for the Muslim perspective 

 

The Arabic-English Reference Qur’an – Excellent translation, references to all Bible passages, order at referencequran.com 

 

Any 3: Anyone, Anytime, Anywhere by Mike Shipman – Worth a read for workers who are ready for a bold approach  

http://www.lovingmuslims.com/
http://www.christiananswers.net/evangelism/beliefs/islam.html
http://morethandreams.org/
http://isaalmasih.net/index.html
http://islamdom.blogspot.com/
http://www.jesusformuslims.org/
http://www.unchangingword.com/
http://muslimministry.blogspot.com/
http://www.christiananswers.net/q-eden/muslimwomen.html
http://www.arabicbible.com/
http://www.ijfm.org/
http://www.answering-christianity.com/ac.htm
http://wikiislam.net/wiki/Main_Page
http://www.nikripken.com/
http://www.stfrancismagazine.info/ja/content/blogcategory/35/49/
http://www.islamicity.com/
http://www.searchtruth.com/
http://www.30-days.net/

